
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday September 15th, 2020 meeting 

 

 

On Tuesday September 15th, 2020 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting virtually, via Zoom Meeting.  Connie Crawford 

called the meeting to order. Members present were Connie Crawford, 

Kristi Mayo, Julie Jones, Lisa Cheesebrough, Dan Holt and Pastor 

Nick DiBenedetto. Staff members present were Eric Marshall and 

Ryan Marcotte.  

 

Park board minutes from the August 18th , 2020 meeting were 

presented, with Dan Holt making a motion to approve the minutes, 

and Julie Jones seconding the motion…the motion was approved 

unanimously. 

 

Public Request and Petition--None  

 

Old Business – Eric updated the board on our Youth Sport. He said 

practices had started for both flag football and soccer, and both were 

being held at Jesse James Park on the soccer fields. He said that there 

was enough room for all of the teams to practice at the same time, and 

still practice proper social distancing. He also mentioned that all 

games would be held at Jesse James Park this fall as well. Staff 

reported that after several discussions with school Athletic Director, 

Dave Schwarzenbach, that volleyball would not be held this fall. The 

obstacles and costs of having indoor sports in the covid-era were too 

much to overcome, as well as potential risks to the children, parents 

and referees. Connie Crawford asked if the interest in soccer and flag 

football was less or more than in year past. Ryan responded that 

initially signups were lower than expected, but picked up heavily 

during the delays while waiting for Clay County Health to give the ok 

to play games. 

Staff reported that we continue to do park maintenance at Jesse James 

Park and Mack Porter Park, as teams still use the baseball/softball 

fields for practice.  We have taken over mowing Mack Porter Park 

every other week to cut down expenses from the contract mowing 

company.  We are weed eating and spraying chemical under the trees 

along the Jesse James trail to keep them looking nice. We have started 

to trim some trees, and will be doing extensive trimming come fall 

and winter.   

 



  

Eric mentioned that the city was going out for bid on the contract 

mowing it has, and that he would keep the board posted of the results. 

 

Eric told the board that the city was awaiting word from the Rotary 

Club regarding the status of the grant application for dog waste 

stations along the trails in Kearney. Ryan typed and sent a letter of 

cooperation to Debbie Holt, so Rotary can send that in with the grant 

application. Connie asked how many stations were purposed, and Eric 

responded that 15 had been the proposal. Dan Holt concurred. Eric 

praised the Rotary Club for all of their service and donations in 

support of Parks and Recreation. 

 

Lions Park Master Plan— Eric commented that on September 10th, 

the City had a pre-bid meeting for the general contractors, where 

potential bidders could ask questions of the City and Architects. Eric 

said that 18 contractors have expressed interest in the project, with 16 

of them downloading the plans from the Plan Room website. Eric said 

that an addendum was added to the bid notice to allow for 

comparables in the structures specified. Eric said the bid opening was 

scheduled for 3:00 PM on Friday, September 25th. 

  

Ballfield Rental Proposal Eric sent the board a proposal that out-of-

town teams that are not affiliated with any KPR league pay a rental 

fee to reserve the ballfields at Mack Porter Park. He commented our 

neighbors Smithville and Liberty have had similar policies in place for 

years. He said the fees would be $20 per hour, per field, and an 

additional $20 per hour, per field for the use of lights, if needed. Eric 

said that KPR would get the rosters from the teams, with addresses, to 

prove their status as an in-town or out-of-town team. If the majority of 

the children on a team reside within the Kearney city limits, then they 

are considered an in-town team. Only out-of-town teams will be 

charged for field usage. Reservations will be taken through the Parks 

and Rec Dept. Connie commented that the proposal seems fair, given 

the manhours and materials required to upkeep the fields, as well as 

keeping the schedules. Eric said that prior to April 1st, competitive 

teams reserve the fields, and that on April 1st, Parks and Rec teams 

start practices, continuing through the first week of July. Outside 

teams will be allowed to reserve the fields after the practices and 

games for Parks and Rec teams have been filled. Ryan mentioned that 

city staff uses approximately 100 gallons of glyphosate per season, at 

$45 per 2.5 gallon jug.  Pastor Nick commented that the proposal 

made sense, and should help recoup some costs. Dan Holt made a 



  

motion to approve the proposal, and Lisa Cheesebrough seconded the 

motion. The motion was approved unanimously.  

 

Board Comments-- Lisa asked if Kids Fest and Octoberfest were 

cancelled, and Eric mentioned that they both were cancelled for this 

season due to COVID, and the ride and inflatable contractors not 

being able to keep the rides and inflatables adequately sanitized. Ryan 

commented that it would be cost-prohibitive for the Knights of 

Columbus to obtain a liquor license for the small Octoberfest event, as 

they typically use the license obtained for the amphitheater season.  

 

Connie commented that she’d like to see the new city logo on the park 

board agenda. Ryan and Eric mentioned that they’ll make sure that 

happens. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Dan holt and seconded by Lisa Cheesebrough to adjourn. 

The motion carried. 

 
 

 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


